
Thank you to everyone who attended our Back to 
School Night, it was great to see so many parents 
in attendance.  Your commitment and enthusiasm 
toward your child’s education is an important 
factor in encouraging his or her success here at 
school. 

If you haven’t done so yet, please remember to 
register as a user on the website and subscribe to 

the various pages in which you are interested in 
receiving up-to-date information.  Directions can be 
found on the homepage, but if you have any 
questions, please call the school office.  We also have 
a mobile app that can be downloaded from the App Store 
or from Google Play.  Look for WUSD in either location 
and download it to stay connected and get important 
information and updates! 

It's school time again and San Benancio is an exciting 
place to be.  I hope you had a relaxing and enjoyable 
summer and are ready for a great year.  The first day 
of school was outstanding and the students were 
exceptional.  Our incredible staff has been working 
hard to be prepared for the year and it shows in all 
aspects.    Our custodians, Jesus, Felix, Jose, and Ruben 
have the campus and classrooms looking beautiful and 
the teachers have shown tremendous dedication and 
enthusiasm in their preparation.  Their willingness to 
do "whatever it takes" to make sure that each child 
succeeds is inspiring.  Welcome to our newest 
teacher:, Sierra Robinson. Sierra grew up in Carmel 
and recently graduated from Westmont College.  She 
is teaching 6th grade and is off to a great start.  We 
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are so happy to have her at San Benancio and look 
forward to a fantastic year. 

I look forward to seeing you at school throughout 
the year and I anticipate great things in the coming 
months.  As always, if you have questions or 
concerns, please feel free to call me or make an 
appointment. 

Have a great year! 

Gina Uccelli 
Principal 

 

 



Save Gas-Ride the Bus! 

Have you considered taking ad-
vantage of the opportunity to have 
your child ride the bus this year?  
With the price of fuel as high as it 
is, perhaps now is the time to take advantage of the dis-
trict’s bus service.  The annual fee of $235 for one stu-
dent equates to a daily rate of $1.30.  In addition, the 
more riders we have, the less congestion we’ll have in 
the parking lot after school. 

For those of you who will continue to 
pick up your children, we ask that you 
wait until 3:20 to come on cam-
pus to pick them up.  If you need 
to arrive earlier than that, please park 

and wait outside the school gates in order to ensure that 
all of our buses arrive and leave on time.  This will great-
ly reduce traffic and congestion in the parking lot and 
create a safer situation for our students.  If you are pick-
ing up your student, please stay in the LEFT lane so 
buses can pull in to the parking lot in the right hand bus 
lane.   This will also ease congestion by allowing buses 
access to the loading area.  Thank you for your coopera-
tion. 

ACTIVITY PERIOD  
 
The Activity Period is now underway and our students 
are participating in a variety of elective courses from 
Archery Leadership to Classic Music.  This is also a time 
for students needing extra academic support to get the 
assistance they need to be successful.  Please remember 
that these courses are graded.  Because there is such 
a wide variety of activity and instruction, the grade is 
based on attendance and participation.   
 
It is important to remember that students need to be in 
class every day in order to get the attendance and partic-
ipation credit; please do not schedule dental appoint-
ments, music lessons, tutoring appointments, etc., or 
assume that this is a good opportunity to come early and 
avoid traffic.  The school day does not end until 3:10 and 
students need to be in class the entire day.   
 
Full day absences, or absences due to extenuating cir-
cumstances will be taken into consideration; however, 
excessive early dismissals will negatively affect a students’  
Activity class grade.  If you have any questions, please 
contact your child’s teacher, or Mrs. Uccelli. 

ATTENDANCE REMINDERS 

1. PLEASE remember to call the attendance line (484-0972) by 8:30 when your child is absent or will be late. 

2. We DO need a reason...a simple “ill, flu, out of town”, etc. will do; details are not necessary unless your child has 
chicken pox, head lice, or some other serious condition that the school should be informed about. 

3. There is no need for a note when your child returns. 

4. For homework questions or requests, contact you child’s teacher(s) directly, either by phone or email. 

5. CONTRACTS:  They take some time to get together so a minimum of one week is needed to gather all of the 

assignments. 

Thank you for your attention to these matters!   

Please call Kylie Fields at 484-0972 if you have any questions. 

 Character Counts Pillar for 

September: 

RESPONSIBILITY 



Art News for September 

I would like to welcome everyone back to school.  I hope some of 
you were able to do or see some art this summer.  The Art Docent 
Board would like to thank all the parents for their generous dona-
tions given at our spring District Art Show.   These donations directly 
are used for art supplies needed throughout the school year. I can 
hardly wait to start working with you and your children in helping 
them be even more creative! 

Best regards, 
Linda Jang, Art Docent Coordinator 
 
DISTRICT ART DAY 
On Wednesday, September 30th your children will be celebrating our 
4th  annual District Art Day by working together to create a poster.  
Each child will be contributing a drawing which relates to our dis-
trict’s “Character Counts” program.   
 
October Hands-on Lesson 

Collage is an art form of this century, brought into the realm of fine 
modern art by Henri Matisse and his brilliant paper cut outs.  Collage 
is a two-dimensional art form, an assemblage of paper, cloth and tex-
tured shapes, which are pasted to a flat surface.  Collage appeals to 
the child’s desire to touch, feel, see, explore and collect.  It offers the 
child an opportunity to make independent choices and to organize 
objects within a given framework.  In creating a collage, our students 
learn hands-on about all the major Elements of Art -- line, shape, 
form, color, texture, value, and space.  They explore how to combine 
these basic elements using all the Principles of Art--balance, rhythm, 
movement, contrast, emphasis, pattern, and unity. 

Collage making gives the student freedom to think and invent connec-
tions between visual ideas. The ease and directness possible in arrang-
ing a collage may help a child who is timid about other art processes. 
Collage shapes may be cut or torn directly from paper without draw-
ing.   The flexibility of arrangement makes it very different from 
working with crayons or paint. Collage is a perfect medium for post-
ers, cards, and many assignments for students in the upper grades, 
such as science projects and book reports.    

Grade 6 Students will learn about surreal art.  Surrealism (a French 
word that literally means “above reality”) was an outgrowth of a writ-
ing movement of the 1920-1940’s that explored the subconscious.  
This artwork does not need to look real.  It tends to have a dream-
like quality where nothing really makes sense. The students will cre-
ate a collage with a range of values from black to white – tearing, 
cutting and arranging positive and negative shapes.  They will use ele-
ments from their dreams and imaginations as subject matter for art. 

Grade 7 Students will be using the medium of collage to make Better 
Posters in their Language Arts classes.  The posters, which are de-
signed to illustrate the theme of a book, are part of the grade for 
their book report assignments.  The students will create a collage 
with a range of values from black to white.   

The theme for the Picture of the Month Art History prints in 
each classroom is Renaissance Art, covering works from 1300 to 
1550.  6th grade students have English Renaissance portraits of Hen-
ry VIII, Elizabeth I, and Mary Queen of Scots.  Seventh and eighth 
grade students have works from the Italian Renaissance by Giotto, 
Raphael, and Bellini. Due to a generous art grant we have several 
new prints this month. 

Bully/Harassment Reporting 

 

 

 

 

We have an online, anonymous and confidential bully/
harassment reporting form.  Throughout the school’s website, 

students can click on the “Report a Bullying Incident” image 
and it will access the form.  Reports will be sent to the Princi-
pal for investigation and follow-up, if necessary.  Students can 

remain completely anonymous or give their name if they 
choose.  Call the school office for more information. 

News From the Music Room 

Hello everyone and welcome back to school! My name is Mr. 
Osarczuk and I am the Music Director at San Benancio Middle 
School and Washington Union School. I hope you all had fun 
and relaxing summer vacations and that you are excited for 
the new school year! 

 
Our music program offers instrumental instruction for flute, 
clarinet, saxophone, trumpet, French horn, trombone , low 
brass, and percussion. Whether you have experience or want 
to learn a new instrument, there is a place for you in one of 
our Concert Band ensembles.  

 
Concert Band I meets before school at 7:15 a.m. on Tues-
days and Thursdays. Concert Band II is for students who are 
in 6th grade or the early stages of their instrumental instruc-
tion and will be on Mondays and Wednesdays at 7:15 a.m. In 
October both bands will join together to rehearse on Tues-
days and Thursdays. Jazz Band meets Friday mornings at 7:15 
a.m., and requires an audition. Be sure to contact Mr. Osar-
czuk if you still would like to participate. Please continually 
check the District Music page at http://
www.washingtonusd.org for important dates and information. 
The music page is under the “Curriculum” tab.  

 
Choir is open to all grades and experience levels and requires 
a full year commitment. The class takes places during Activity 
Period and teaches young singers proper diction, breathing, 
and singing techniques. We will also learn to sight-sing using 
the sol-fa syllables and beginning music 
theory.  

Mr. Osarczuk,  
Music Director  
josarczuk@washingtonusd.org 
(831) 484-1172 ext. 209  



 

STUDENT COUNCIL NEWS 
 

Welcome back!  ASB is excited to start a new school year.  We have lots of fun activities planned for this 
upcoming school year.  

 
Our annual Help-A-Thon is being planned with our 6th grade students once again making sandwiches and 
placemats for Dorothy’s Kitchen and writing letters to our soldiers all over the world.  Hopefully, we will 
also be bagging beans.   

 

7th and 8th grade will be working with Toro Park School and Washington Union School students.  We will 
be organizing American Ninja Warrior activities for both schools in addition to making placemats and 
writing letters.  We are asking all students to get $10 pledges from family and friends to support our 
community service activities.  This is our only fundraiser for the entire school year.  The monies 
raised from this worthwhile activity will enable ASB to pay for special assemblies, dances, spirit weeks, 
History and Language Arts weekly class magazines and various other activities we sponsor.   

Information regarding the date and volunteer opportunities will be coming – stay tuned! 

On Tuesday, September 13, from 6:30-9:30 a.m., nearly 250 McDonald’s res-

taurants in the Greater Bay Area will provide a free Egg McMuffin, apple slices 

and 1% low fat milk per student (grades K-8) accompanied by a parent.  Up to 
2 students per family will be served, in restaurant only. 

 

Welcome Back Parents!! 

Parents Club is up and running for the year, but we need volunteers and Board Po-
sitions filled.  Ali Barrett has graciously volunteered to stay on and help this year's 
new President elect Sara Young who will then move into President next school 
year.  Sara has also volunteered to Chair the Carnival this year!  Elias Cava-
lerie will join us as Treasurer.  We are still looking for an overall  Secretary and 
Hospitality Chair. 

Carnival is set for October 15, but in order to make this happen we need parent vol-
unteers. 

Our first meeting will be Thursday, September 15 at 6pm at San Benancio. 

PARENTS ’  CLUB UPDATE 



 

WUEF UPDATE 

Well here we are again, getting ready to kick off another fun filled school year. I hope 
everyone had an enjoyable summer! 

 
For the new families to the district. Welcome! Are you wondering what WUEF is about? 
Continued state budget cuts have left public schools without the funds needed to staff and 
run curriculum based art and music programs. WUEF is a parent-run non-profit 501(c) (3) 
organization established to cover the budget gap and ensure we can continue these enrich-
ing programs each year. In order to fund the salaries and programs of the art and music 
staff, WUEF must raise approximately $200,000 each year.  
 

What's going on for September?  
Fall Campaign - look for the form in your back to school packet or donate through wuef.ejoinme.org/
donate 
 

Save the date! 
WUEF invites you to SAVE THE DATE for a fun new tradition and casual celebration! 

TACO ‘BOUT A PARTY…. An evening of tacos and tequila 
October 8th, 2016…. Andrus Barn, Salinas $60/person 

   
 
 
 
 
 
Please feel free to contact me with any questions about our fundraisers or if you would like to volunteer! 
lisamilburn1@att.net 
 
Like us on Facebook! Go to Washington Union Educational Foundation. We will keep you updated! 
 
The next WUEF Board meeting will be held on Tuesday, September 20, 2016, Toro Park School MPR 
 
 
Sincerely, 

Lisa Milburn 
WUEF President 2016-17 


